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A canary release (or canary launch or canary deployment) allows developers to have
features incrementally tested by a small set of developers.

Feature flags like an alternate way to do canary launches and allow targeting by
geographic locations or even user attributes.

If a feature's performance is not satisfactory, then it can be rolled back without any
adverse effects.

It is named after the use of canaries to warn miners of toxic gases (Miner's canary).

ref. Feature toggle#Canary release - Wikipedia
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